THE PORTUGESE COVET DIU

seaports were tinder the rule of the Sultans of Gujarat,
the Portugese decided to procure, if possible, a grant
of land, with permission to erect upon it for themselves
a factory capable of being defended. In pursuance of
this plan they endeavoured to obtain possession of the
island of Diu, chiefly because of its excellent position
from a defensive point of view.

Diu is an island about nine miles long and two miles
wide, with an area of twenty square miles, at the Southern-
most extremity of Saurashtra, from which it is separated
by a narrow belt of the sea. It has a very ancient history
dating from about the fourth century A.D., when its
name was Dibu or Divu, and its inhabitants known to
ancient writers as Divaei or Diveni. Philostorgius, the
Greek historian, says that " Constantius sent an embassy
to the Homeritae, at the head of which embassy was
placed Theophilus the Indian, who had been sent when
very young as a hostage from the Dibaeans to the Romans
when Constantine was at the head of the Empire. . . .
Theophilus, having arranged everything with the
Homeritae, crossed over to the island of Dibu, which,
as we have showed, was his native country.** This
must have been about A.D. 356. It is, however, open
to doubt as to whether Diu is meant or Ceylon. Hindu
legend tells that Diu was not an island until the middle
of the eighth century A.D., and describes how at the end
of the seventh century a Parmar Rajput named Vacharaja
set up a principality at Diva Kotta (or Diva Pattana),
and was succeeded by his son Veniraja. But after the
dynasty had ruled for seventy-one years, Veniraja was
drowned by an inundation of the sea, which made Diu
an island. This account thus differs so much from that
of Philostorgius, that we can only read both with interest
but without accepting entirely the Greek account as
referring to Diu, or the bard's story as genuine history.
It is to be noted, however, that there is now one family
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